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Professor Mick Waters

Professor Mick Waters, former Director of Curriculum at the Qualifications and Curriculum 

Agency, where he gained a heroic reputation, is now the president of the Curriculum 

Foundation. He's the down-to-earth voice in the increasingly complex world of education, and 

has endeared himself to school communities in the UK and overseas by talking the sort of 

sense they need to hear.

Andrew Cook

Andrew Cook became the Ofsted Regional Director for the North West in November 2016. 

Andrew was appointed Her Majesty's Inspector in 2005. Since joining Ofsted he has worked

in school improvement, school inspection policy and organisational restructuring. His previous 

posts in Ofsted were Senior Her Majesty's Inspector in the West Midlands, and Regional 

Director for the East of England. Before joining Ofsted, Andrew was a successful head teacher 

and worked in an advisory capacity for a local authority.

Emma Knights OBE is Chief Executive of the National Governance Association

(NGA) - the leading charity for guidance, advice, research, and professional development

for school governors, trustees, governing boards and their clerks. Emma is an accomplished 

writer and speaker on a range of school governance policy and practice topics. She has a 

particular interest in vision, culture and strategy; accountability; stakeholder engagement;

disadvantage; ethical leadership; and diversity and inclusion and is author of NGA's Chair

to education. Emma was awarded an OBE in the 2018 for services to education. 

David McNaught

David McNaught is currently Director of Education and Inclusion for Cheshire West and 

Chester. He has been in post since January 2020. Prior to this role David was Deputy Chief 

Executive Officer with a Multi Academy Trust in South Yorkshire. As well as David having 

Primary Headships in Nottinghamshire, South Yorkshire and London, he was National 

Achievement Lead for Achievement for All (DfE supported programme) for the North of 

England, with positions being founded on a range of Headteacher roles.

Emma Knights OBE 

Deputy Head Teachers, Vice Chairs, Governors all welcome
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